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easy men are that can murder people to prevent
danger.

This and horse stealing were things quite out of
my way, and I might easily resolve I would have
no more to say to them ; my business seemed to lie
another way, and though it had hazard enough in it
too, yet it was more suitable to me, and what had
more of art in it, and more chances for a coming off
if a surprise should happen.

I had several proposals made also to me about
that time, to come into a gang of housebreakers;
but that was a thing I had no mind to venture at
neither, any more than I had at the coining trade.
I offered to go along with two men and a woman,
that made it their business to get into houses by
stratagem, I was willing enough to venture, but
there were three of them already, and they did not
care to part, nor I to have too many in a gang; so
I did not close with them, and they paid dear for
their next attempt.

But at length I met with a woman that had often
told me what adventures she had made, and with.
success, at the water-side, and I closed with her,
and we drove on our business pretty well. One
day we came among some Dutch, people at St.
Catharine's, where we went on pretence to buy goods
that were privately got on shore. I was two or
three times in a house where we saw a good quan-
tity of prohibited goods, and my companion once
brought away three pieces of Dutch, black silk that
turned to good account, and I had my share of it;
but in all the journeys 1 made by myself, I could
not get an opportunity to do anything, so I laid it
aside, for I had been there so often that they began
to suspect something.

This balked me a little, and I resolved to push